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LECTURE OF M. SANSON AT THE SECOND TRIAL IN THE 
CONCOURS AT PARIS. 
[See page 284.] 


First Patient. —Srots on THE Cornea.—FRAcTURE OF THE Lower | 
Extremity oF THE Rapius.—VaricosE VEINS. 

M. Sanson’s two patients are at the Hotel Dieu, No. 8 Salle St. Jean, 

and No. 41 Salle St. Marthe. The first is a man, fifty-seven years of 

age, of sanguineous temperament ; he has generally enjoyed good health; 

at present he exhibits three different affections. 

Ist. Spots on the Cornea.—About twenty years ago he first perceived | 
that his sight began to get weak ; he was obliged to employ very strong 
spectacles when he read, and at last vision remained, though imperfectly, 
in the left eye only. The palpebral conjunctiva is now red and villous ; 
the edges of the eyelid are red, but not ulcerated ; the ocular conjunctiva 
is unaffected. Both transparent cornee exhibit examples of an ephelium, 
with slight opacity. On the left side the opacity is not extensive, but, 
on the right, it interrupts the vision. The iris is but little sensible to the 
action of light. The length of time which this affection has already ex- 
isted, renders it difficult to treat it with any hopes of success ; the chief 
means which M. Sanson indicated were, local bleeding by leeches, as- 
tringent collyria, landanum dropped upon the spots, and foot-baths. 

2nd. Fracture of the Radius.—The next affection which the patient 
exhibits is much more worthy of attention than the former. Whe a 
child, he fell from an elevated position on the left side of the body ; the 
weight being thrown on the wrist-joint, the radius. was fractured by the 
fall, but a charlatan who was consulted left the accident to itself, as he 
probably was ignorant of its nature. Inflammation of the fore-arny, with 
great tumefaction, set in ; an abscess formed in the neighboring cellular 
tissue, and opened spontaneously in three different places ; after a long 
continuation of suffering, these abscesses healed, but the fracture always 
remained unconsolidated. The hand is now inclined at a right angle on 
its radial side, and the extremity of the radius projects internally ; on the 
external side, there is a well-marked angular depression. The existence 
of a false articulation in the present case is very curious, and rare, and 
much better for the patient than if consolidation had taken place in the 
vicious position of the hand occasioned by a neglect of all treatment. In 
fact, the patient can make a very good use of his wrist, and has even 
served as a volunteer, without being impeded in his duties by the state 
of his hand. When desired to rotate the hand, he executes the motion 
in the shoulder-joint, but he can pronate and supinate the member even 
when the arm is fixed. 
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Until within a very short time, said M. Sanson, cases of this kind 
were described as belonging to luxation of the wrist-joint, forwards, back- 
wards, or laterally. I fell into the error, and described the accident as 
a luxation in my work on operative surgery, and in a dictionary of medi- 
cine ; in this respect I followed the doctrine and authority of Boyer. Not 
long ago M. Dupuytren called into doubt the possibility of these luxa- 
tions, and demonstrated that what surgeons generally denominated dislo- 
cation of the wrist-joint, was nothing but a fracture of the inferior extre- 
mity of the radius ; since then, more careful dissections have shown that 
-such luxations were nearly impossible. In fact, the swelling of the radius 
at the exterior of its anterior surface below, produces such a disposition 
of parts, that the axis falls on the ; 

ere, then, is one reason for fracture taking place ; besides, on ex- 
amining the superior range of the corpus, we see that behind there is a 
gliding motion, which is almost incompatible with luxation ; finally, the 
motion of flexion and extension takes place between the second and first 
range of carpal bones ; if to these reasons we add the resistance of the 
ligaments, tendons, &c., we shall have little reason to admit luxation of 
the wrist-joint. 

M. Sanson now described in a masterly manner the symptoms attend- 
ing fracture of the lower extremity of the radius, and observed that the 
most frequent effect of this accident, especially if neglected or ill-treated, 
was to impede more or less the motion of rotation ; however, in the pre- 
sent case, in consequence of the false joint formed, the patient executes 
rotation in a most extensive degree, and has good use of his wrist. 

3rd. Varicose Veins.—But the disease for which the patient was re- 
ceived into the hospital yet remains to be noticed. Many years ago 
there were formed over the left ankle, and on the thigh, knotty chords 
along the tract of the veins, depressible, and bluish in color. A vari- 
cose mass soon formed ‘at these two spots; the tumors were soft, 
irregular, and livid, resembling much, except as to, color, a mass of 
leeches. 

_ The patient is a wine merchant, and in the habit of remaining a long 
time in the upright posture. Some time back the varicose tumors began 
to occasion inconvenience ; the veins above the ankle became painful ; 
phlyctene were formed, and then ulceration took place ; the ulcers healed 
and opened ‘frequently, and, finally, have remained opened for the last 
month. Below the right ankle there is an ulcer, a little elevated at the 
edges, superficial, and as large as a piece of thirty sous ; the integuments 
surrounding it are smooth and tense, excoriated, and of a bluish tint ; the 
discharge from the ulcerated surface is very moderate. About eight days 
back he experienced a sensation of heat in the varicose mass, situated on 
the right thigh ; this part became also tumefied and red ; the veins here 
were very dilated and flexuous, the integuments brownish, and disposed 
to ulcerate. The internal surface of the left thigh presents nearly the 
same appearances ; there is a round tumor, elevated about an inch above 
the skin, and two or three inches in circumference ; the integuments are 


tense and glistening, and several hard compact septa may be felt here 
and there. 
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What is the state cf the veins in an affection of this kind? (Here M. 
Sanson traced a concise but perfect history of varicose tumors. ) 

The disease may be distinguished into three stages :-— 

Ist. In the first it is confined to a simpie dilatation of the veins, which 
are tense and a little painful, occasioning some inconvenience when the 
patient observes the upright posture for any time. If you employ pres- 
sure in this case, and on the living subject, there remains sufficient con- 
tractility of the vessel to restore it to its original dimensions ; and should 
you have an opportunity of examining the veins by the patient’s death, 
you do not find any alteration of tissue ; the texture merely appears a 
little more dry than is natural. 

2nd. In a more advanced stage of the disease, the pain is more pro- 
nounced ; there is difficulty, or at least fatigue and impediment in walk- 
ing ; the limbs become numbed, &c. If the blood be artificially ex- 
pelled from the veins, we find their parietes thickened, trausformed into 
tense hard chords ; the elasticity is completely lost. In case the patient 
should die, the internal tunic of the vessels does not present any alteration 
worthy of notice ; but the external coat is found resembling the fibrous 
tissue which constitutes the middle tunic of an artery, and when the vein 
is divided across, its mouth remains permanently open. 

3rd. If the disease be permitted to go on, the veins become flexuous 
and knotty; they are much increased in thickness and length ; the dilatation 
is irregular, and the fibres of the middle tunic form a hernia through the 
external one, as sometimes happens in the intestines. 

The cellular tissue which surrounds and joins together these masses of 
varicose veins, becomes itself altered : it is engorged and hardened ; it 
assumes a lardaceous aspect, and is very apt to take on inflammation and 
to ulcerate. | 

The consequences of an affection of this kind are very various ; some- 
times slight, at other times very dangerous or even fatal. When the in- 
fammation extends from the cellular tissue to the veins, a phlebitis ensues, 
which may terminate in death. In ordinary cases the tumor merely in- 
flames, and terminates in suppuration ; the abscess opens spontaneously, 
or is opened by the surgeon, and pus mixed with grumous blood is dis- 
charged. These abscesses may heal up, but the varicose mass is never 
completely removed, or the disease radically cured. In almost all cases 
there remains an induration of the cellular tissue, which is extremely 
difficult to dissipate ; but when this induration is seated in the interior of 
the varices themselves, a hardened knot remains, until a new inflammation 
supervenes, by which it may be more or less dissipated. 

In the case before us, the inflammation has been arrested, and there 
is no appearance of the patient’s being threatened by phlebitis ; indeed 
it is not probable that the veins have ever been inflamed, for the patient 
has not experienced any shivering, low fever, delirium, or pain and red- 
ness, along the vessels, &c. The prognosis is therefore favorable ; under 
any treatment there will be some suppuration, but of a good kind, and 
some fibrinous masses may be expelled, but little blood ; there is no dan- 
ger of hemorrhage coming on, and we may dispense to treat of this acci- 
dent, especially as the time presses. 

It cannot be expected that the patient will be cured of all the varicose 
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masses, for the inflammation has not extended to them all ; however, a 
cure in some rare cases may be obtained by spontaneous obliteration of 
the vein. Of this M. Sanson quoted an example, and took occasion to 
notice the numerous cases of success obtained by M. Breschet in varicose 
dilatation of the scrotal and spermatic veins. 

The treatment may be comprised in a few words :—leeches to prevent 
the inflammation from extending further ; and, in a few days, when the 
fluctuation which already exists is more marked, the tumor may be open- 
ed with the lancet or allowed to open itself, after which, resolution will 
take place, and the patient’s state be much ameliorated. 


Second Patient.—Hare-Lip. 

M. Sanson (having spoken of incision of varicose veins, excision, the 
treatment of varicose ulcer, &c.) turned to his second patient, a little 
girl two years of age, affected with a congenital rome It does not, 
_ however, present at the edges of the division that kind of reddish projec- 

tion which commonly distinguishes this malformation. The affection is 
simple, situated, as usual, on one side of the upper lip ; this is almost 
universally the case, and depends on the manner by which the upper lip 
is developed in the foetus by three pieces, one median, the other two 
lateral ; hence, when development is arrested, a lateral portion does not 
unite with the median, and hare-lip is produced. If there be such a dis- 
ease as median hare-lip, it is extremely rare, and most modern authors 
have denied its existence ; however, M. Sanson cited a case from Mos- 
cati, which he seemed to consider as authentic. The bones, in the pre- 
sent case, are not divided; there is merely a slight inequality between 
the incisors, depending on a want of perfect consolidation. The division 
of the soft parts is not remarkable : the superior angle adheres to the 
gums, as well as a portion of the upper lip itself. Here M. Sanson, hav- 
ing remarked that theory had little to do with a clinical lecture, gave an. 
excellent history of the causes producing hare-lip and division of the 
maxillary bone and palate ; described its different species and complica- - 
tions, and entered into a consideration of the theory of development as 
applied to this malformation. In speaking of the treatment, M. Sanson 
also observed that it was less the duty of a clinical lecturer to describe 
what had been proposed and done by others, than to detail his own me- 
thod of operating, which he proceeded to do in a very clear manner. It 
differs nothing from the ordinary method of excising the edges with scis- 
sors, and employing the ordinary silver-bodied needles of Sharp. As to 
the uniting bandage first proposed by Louis, he rejects it as useless, ex- 
cept in cases of double hare-lip, or where an osseous tubercle has been 
removed. 


LECTURE BY M. GUERBOIS. 


We can only indicate the titles of the subjects on which M. Guerbois 
lectured. Unaccustomed to his voice or very peculiar manner of speak- 
ing, we were barely able to comprehend a word here and there, and if 
we were rightly informed by those who did understand him, the matter 
was by no means worthy of reporting. : 
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Necrosis.—The first patient had gangrene of the foot with necrosis. 
M. Guerbois gave some common-place generalities on gangrene, caries, 
and necrosis, and described their causes and treatment, every now and 
then recurring to his patient, and repeating each proposiaion laid down, 
at least twice. 

Gunsnot Wounps.—The second patient was a young man, 25 years 
of age, who had shot himself with a pistol, in consequence of some dis-- 
appointment in love. The ball remained embedded in the superior max- 
illary bone ; excessive inflammation with suppuration came on, &c. He 
spoke of gunshot wounds in general, the accidents which supervene, pu- 
rulent absorption, tetanus, &c. This subject was treated by the speaker 
moderately well, and he succeeded in filling up his time of an hour, 
without any of the repetitions which disfigured his lecture during the 
former trial. 


A CASE OF PARTIAL AMNESIA, IN WHICH THE MEMORY FOR 
PROPER NAMES WAS LOST. 


BY THE EDITOR OF THE WESTERN MEDICAL JOURNAL. 


On the 18th of January last (1834), a citizen of Louisville, Mr. C. 
Vansant, aged 45, a saddler by trade, called upon me for advice. 

During the war of 1812-14, he was in service, in the neighborhood 
of Baltimore, and when engaged with the enemy, a musket ball passed 
along by his left ear and temple, so close as to graze his skin. It in 
some degree affected his senses, and gave him pain about the ear, both 
of which ceased after a few months. He was subsequently afflicted with 
long attacks of rheumatism in his limbs ; but in latter years has been ex- 
empt. About twenty months ago, eighteen years after the accident, he 
was seized anew with pain in the temple and around the ear of the in- 
jured side, which has continued ever since, both night and day, but is 
generally worse at night. Its focus is the hollow of the temple, between 
the ear and the eyebrow. It abates at irregular times, but returns in 
shooting paroxysms ; and is particularly excited by locomotion, speak- 
Ing, pressure on that spot, and pulling the hair near it. Perfect rest he 
finds most favorable to ease. In the left ear he has a constant roaring, 
and the meatus externus is foul; the left eye is watery ; he closes it a 
great deal ; he sometimes has pain in it : the sight of both is weak, and 
their motions unsteady. He has no tenderness of the spine. 

‘About the first of the preceding September (1833), he had twelve 
‘fits ” (epileptic ?) between 7 and 11 o’clock at night. He frothed at 
the mouth, and was in a state of stupor between them—which continued 
for two days after they ceased. Since that time, he has had two parox- 
ysms. In regard to pain, he has been nearly in the same condition since 
the attack of epilepsy as before. , 

Every time I felt his pulse but one, it was so temperate as not to vary 
much from a natural condition. His bowels are generally regular. His 
complexion pallid, and his expression of countenance languid. 

An uncommon but not unprecedented mental effect a followed on 
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the first attack of epilepsy. All his intellectual operations are somewhat 
enfeebled, and his associations now and then a little confused ; but it is 
not these, of which I speak. He has almost entirely lost the power of re- 
collecting proper names, to whatever class of subjects they may belong. 
When he called on me, he could not tell the name of the city (Louis- 
ville) whence he came; nor that of the river (Ohio), nor the steamboat 
(Michigan) on which he had performed the voyage ; nor that of the city 
(Cincinnati) where he then was ; nor my own name. To enable himself 
to find me, he had written my name on a piece of paper from which he 
read it, when inquiring for my office. At first (as on that visit he was 
alone, though his son afterwards accompanied him), I supposed, for a 
moment, that he was deranged or idiotic ; but soon discovered that his 
mind was otherwise nearly sound, for his narrative was quite intelligible 
and well connected, though whenever he came to a proper name, he 


“stopped and had to substitute a description of the object, unless I myself 


supplied it from the context of his discourse. I had several interviews 
with him, and they all presented his infirmity under the same aspect, 
though once or twice he succeeded in recalling the name which was de- 
sired. In my experiments with him, I did not ask him to recollect the 
name of this or that object or person, but drew him into such a conver- 
sation as involved them, and observed, that whenever he came to them, 
he was perplexed, displayed a countenance of anxious effort at recollect- 
ing, and seemed impatient under his inability. To give other examples 
of it, I may state, that he could not recollect the name of his nawve city 
(Baltimore), nor that of the State in which it lies, though he could con- 
verse intelligibly of both. Nor could he recall the name of the State in 
which he resided—that of Shelbyville, where he had once lived, nor of 
any of the towns around Louisville, where he then lived. He had been 
attended more or less, by five physicians of Louisville, one of whom was 
his near neighbor, but could repeat the names of none of them, though he 
could relate what they had done for him. Being a mechanic, he had 
employed journeymen, but could remember the names of none, while he 
could recollect and distinctly inform me of their different qualifications. 
In one of my interviews, he could recall the names of all his children, 
after studying a little ; but when it came to his own baptismal name and 
that of his wife, he could not proceed. When he was about to leave 
me, on this visit, he could not ask for his umbrella, because he was una- 
ble to recall the name, which was the only instance, in our different con- 
versations, of a failure of memory in regard to common names. Perhaps, 
in his mind, the idea was that of a proper more than a common noun, 
for at all times he used the names of common nouns, such as town, river, 
doctor, medicine, State, boat, &c., without the least hesitation ; nor did 
I observe a single instance of defect of recollection of any verb, adjec- 
tive, or word belonging to other parts of speech, than proper nouns. 


‘ Upon putting a slate and pencil into his hands, he was sometimes able to 


write down a proper name and then read it off ; but in one case he wrote 
“¢ Kentucky,” instead of Louisville, for the city in which he resides. | In 
his utterance he had some degree of hesitancy, and even stammering; 
which led me to suppose at first that the defect was not psychologic 

but muscular, and depended on a lesion of the facial nerve, which, as Mr. 
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Bell thinks, regulates the function of articulation—the inability, however, 
to write down proper names, convinced me that it was a defect of me- 
mory and not of pronunciation, though the latter was obviously somewhat 
impaired. 

It is evident that this patient has neuralgia and epilepsy, apparently 
from the injury received on the left temple by the musket ball. Did 
that injury determine a slow morbid action of the dura mater or cranium 
of that part, going on to the production of exostosis, or some other or- 
ganic change ? Is the pain which infests that spot, of the nature of 
rheumatism in the periosteum? Without indulging in conjectures on 
these points, I shall direct the attention of the reader to the fact, that 
the seat of his neuralgic pain is near to that part of the brain which the 
phrenologist regards as the organ of language, situated immediately be- 
hind the globe of the eye. Without pledging ourselves to the system of 
organology, which has no necessary connection with the psychological 
arrangement of Dr. Gall, we record this fact as deserving of preser- 
vation. — West. Med. Journal. 


‘ 
CASE OF ASCITES OF THREE YEARS’ DURATION, CURED WITH THE 
HYDRIODATE OF POTASH. 


I was requested in January last to visit Mrs. G——, etat. 40, whose 
case presented the following symptoms :—The abdomen is much dis- 
tended and fluctuation is very perceptible, with anasarcous swelling of 
the ankles ; respiration is difficult, especially at night, when it is attended 
with a sense of suffocation ; has a slight cough, with adherent sputa, and 
auscultation gives evidence of the rale sibilant, which, however, is varia- 
ble in its seat ; the pulsation of the heart is very perceptible to the eye, 
even at the distance of some paces, and the stroke is heard over a large 
extent, but without any anormal sound. The veins of the neck are swol- 
len, and the countenance partakes of a livid hue. The liver feels en- 
larged ; skin dry ; tongue rather clean ; bowels inclined to be consti- 
pated ; the urine is small in quantity, and deposits a thick reddish sedi- 
ment. 

Has had nine children, and frequent miscarriages ; her liver was af- 
fected many years ago, for which she was salivated to a great extent, and 
has in consequence lost all her teeth. She has perceived an increased 
pulsation of the heart for many years. 

During her last pregnancy, three years ago, she first perceived a 
swelling in her ankles, and some time after her confinement the abdomen 
became distended. She consulted Mr. M. Tatham of this place, who 
attended for a period, and administered various remedies with partial 
success. Emetics continued to be given every morning, which had the 
effect of causing great irritability of the stomach. é | 

As the abdomen was so much distended I advised tapping, which was 
agreed to, and I removed upwards of two gallons of serous fluid, which 
was attended with great" relief for some time ; but as diuretics appeared 
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to have lost to a certain degree their power in exciting the kidneys, the 
fluid once more accumulated, and I again removed two and a half gallons 
on the 19th March. Wishing to try the effects of iodine externally, I 


requested her to rub the following ointment over the abdomen twice 
daily 


Hydriod. Potasse, 3i.; Iodine 3ss. ; Adipis Prep. Zi. M.,— 


taking internally a solution of Nitr. Potass. with Sp. Ather. Nitros., 
and an occasional purgative. 


Owing, however, to a love of personal cleanliness, she desisted from 
using the ointment, but continued to take the diuretic with very little 
effect. The abdomen again swelled and paracentesis was again thought 
of, when I agreed to her request to take the hydriodate internaly, and 
she commenced on the 18th of June with the following :— 


R. Hydriod. Potasse, gr. xv.; Aque, 3i. M. f. haust. ter die 
sumend. 


In a few days the dose was increased to gr. xx. and she continued 
taking this for a fortnight without apparent benefit. Although she almost 
despaired of any improvement, I advised the continuance of the medi- 
cine, and from the end of this period she perceived her breathing to be - 
less impeded, and her size to be somewhat reduced. She has continued 


taking the hydriodate until a fortnight ago, since which she takes it once 


daily. The absorption of the fluid has been gradual under its influence, 
the abdomen is of a natural size, and no fluctuation is perceptible. Re- 
spiration is now performed with ease, and she is enabled to take exercise 
out of doors, which has been unusual for upwards of two years. She is 
highly satisfied with the success of the remedy, and wishes to call the 
hydiiodate a wonderful medicine, since it has relieved her from an appa- 
rently hopeless condition. 

From her constitation having been so much impaired by the cares of 
a large family, organic disease of the heart and liver, together with the 
effects of innumerable medicines, taken for many years, I confess that I 
considered her case as admitting only of a palliative treatment. In this, 
however, I have been agreeably disappointed. The action of the hy dri- 
odate appears to be on the absorbents, and on the skin, rendering It 
moist. No inconvenience has arisen from its long-continued use, eX- 
cepting perhaps an occasional and trifling alteration in the sound of the 
voice. In those cases of dropsy in which the kidneys are the chief 
organs affected, the urine being coagulable by heat, small in quantity, and 
of a specific gravity below 1.015, I am uncertain bow far this preparation 
might be useful ; but from having seen almost every other medicine fail, 
I shall be justified in trying its therapeutic effects when an opportunity 
presents. 

With reference to the « petite chirurgie ”? of paracentesis abdominis, I 
may remark that if, according to the treatment recommended in books, a 
piece of lint be applied to the wound, and then covered with a bandage, 
an oozing of serous fluid will often continue to soak through every ¢0- 
vering for several days, to the annoyance of the patient, even although 
adhesive plaister or emplastr. saponis be also applied over the lint on the 
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abdomen. If the small piece of lint be first dipped in melted wax before 
application, this will be prevented, without any interruption to the union 
of the wound.— Lancet. 


CASE OF IMPERFORATE VAGINA. 


BY A. B. SHIPMAN, M.D. OF CORTLANDVILLE, NEW YORK. 


Miss , etat. 15, of a good constitution and plethoric habit, was 
taken on the 14th of May last with a total retention of urine. She did 
not inform any one of her condition until the evening of the 15th, when 
the pain and distension were such as to compel her to disclose her case 
to her mother. Several domestic remedies were made use of, but to no 
purpose, when I was sent for, at 11 o’clock in the evening. On arriving 
at the house, I found her suffering great pain, and perspiring profusely ; 
there was but little fever, tongue clean, bowels regular. 

She was of good size, of a healthy robust aspect, and every appearance 
indicated that she had arrived at the period of puberty, although I was 
assured that she had never menstruated. I found the abdomen greatly 
distended, and proposed using the catheter ; this, after some reluctance, 
was at length consented to, and I drew off six pints of urine with com- 
plete relief. On visiting her next day I found she had made no water 
since I left, and I used it again, and drew off three pints more, bled her 
to sixteen ounces, gave a cathartic of sup. tart. potass. and jalap with 
mucilages. After this she passed water freely, and was otherwise as well 
as formerly. On the 19th of June, I was sent for again ; she had re- 
mained perfectly healthy since the last attack in May, just one month. 
About three days previous to my visit the last time, she was taken with 
pain in the hypogastric region, which increased to such a degree as to 
deprive her of sleep for the last two nights. She had made water freely, 
and when I arrived a cathartic of ol. ricini, which they had given her, 
had operated freely ; this, together with fear, kept her quiet while I re- 
mained. There was no febrile action, tongue clean, skin warm and 
moist. A slight examination of the abdomen discovered considerable ful- 
ness there ; but I did not examine her critically, as the patient was very 
timid. I gave her an anodyne of morphine, and left with directions to 
repeat it if necessary. Onthe 21st I was again sent for, and was In- 
formed that she began to complain immediately after I left, the anodynes 
gave no relief; that she had now pain in the back and hips, extending 
down the thighs, with alternate intervals of ease, but of short duration. 
She had not slept since the 17th, and looked exhausted, like one worn 
down by long and severe suffering—she was covered with a profuse cold 
perspiration, and the remedies which bad been used, such as the steam 
of hot herbs and stimulating drinks, had all served to aggravate her suf- 
ferings. 

The pulse was now frequent but soft, the tongue moist but coated ; 
she passed water frequently, but in small quantities at a time ; the abdo- 
men was much distended, and tender upon pressure. I was led from 
this assemblage of symptoms to suspect retained menses, and communt- 
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cated my views to the mother, when I made an examination, and found, 
as I expected, the vagina closed by a firm but elastic membrane, and by 
pressing it upwards with the finger, could distinctly perceive fluctuation, 

I proposed, as the only remedy, that the membrane should be laid 
open ; this was readily assented to, and with a scalpel I carefully made 
an incision in the most prominent portion of the membrane, which was 
about on a level with the nymphe. As soon as the membrane was di- 
vided, which was nearly half an inch in thickness, dark fluid blood, about 
the consistence and color of molasses, to the amount of three pints, es- 
caped. J enlarged the opening sufficient to admit the fore finger, and 
found the vagina dilated into a large smooth cavity. The base of this 
membrane was situated about half an inch beyond the nymphe, and the 
edges of it, after the opening was made, felt like a firm ring sugrounding 
the vagina. As the menstrual fluid continued to flow, I did not then in- 
troduce a tent, but the next day I employed one of as large a size as 
could be passed, which was retained by the T bandage. The patient 
experienced immediate relief after the operation, and fell into a sound 
sleep, which continued for several hours—the menstrual fluid continued 
to flow for three or four days, when a discharge resembling the lochia 
took place. This lasted several days, when the patient regained her 
usual health and strength, and on the 16th of July the menses again 
made their appearance and continued eight days without pain or incon- 
venience.— United States Med. and Surg. Journ. 


MORTALITY OF PARIS. 


On the Ist of September last, the Royal Academy of Medicine, Paris, 
received the report of the Council of Health for the year 1830. We 
7 the following particulars from the chapter dedicated to the mortality 
of Paris :— 

The disease most fatal to the inhabitants of the French capital is 
hthisis pulmonalis, which destroyed 1148 males, and 1448 females. 
he period of life at which consumption was observed to prevail most, 

is between the ages of ten and forty years. 

It is a generally received opinion, that pulmonary consumption is less 
revalent in warm climates than under a cold and moist atmosphere, but 

it is well ascertained that the disease is as prevalent and fatal in France 
as in England or Ireland ; it may also be remarked, that the deaths 
amongst the females were one-quarter more than amongst the males, and 
this proportion was still higher for the years 1827—8—9. 
The next disease, in regard to the number of deaths produced, Is 
pulmonary catarrh, which may be considered as the consumption of old 
persons. The mortality was 995 males, and 1132 females. : 
Ameurism of the heart appears to be a frequent disease in Paris ; the 
report gives 194 cases of death in the male, and 396 in the female. This 
disproportion of aneurisms affecting the arch of the aorta (for this, doubt- 
less, is expressed by the report under the term aneurisms of the heart) 
is remarkable, because it is a fact generally known, that spontaneous 
aneurisms are much more frequent in the male than the female, at least 


. 
3 
¢ 
| 
a 
| 
q 
7 
} 
4 
| 
| | 
#3 
Be 


Seutellaria lateriflora. 323 


for the great arterial trunks. Thus, John Hunter is reported to have 
said that he never saw an example of true aneurism in the female. In 
sixty-three cases reported by Hodgson, we find fifty-six belonging to 
the male, and seven only to the female. The proportion lately established 
by M. Lisfranc is still higher. In 154 cases (aneurisms of the arch are 
not included here) he found 141 males, and 13 females. Whence then 
arises this strange difference ? The-Council ascribe the frequency of 
aneurism of the heart in females, to the injurious pressure of the corset 
on the parietes of the chest. : | 
_ Scirrhus, alas, is more frequent in the female than the male; the 
deaths were, 104 males and 419 females. It is easy to account for this’ 
difference anatomically. - The presence in the female of two glands which 
do not exist in the male, exposes the weak sex to a disease almost pecu- 
liarly confined to the glandular system. 

After pulmonary catarrh and consumption, the diseases most fatal are 
enteritis and pulmonary inflamntations. Thus the deaths arising from 
gastritis were, 840 males, 1108 females ; from enteritis, 1171 males, 
1103 females ; and these affections have prevailed most between three 
months and seven years of age. This latter observation confirms one 
which we have had frequent occasion to make while studying the diseases 
of children ; derangement of the gastro-intestinal canal, so common in 
children, very frequently terminates in gastro-enterite of a chronic nature, 
and the child is cut off by an insidious disease, which is very apt to 
escape the notice of a physician not accustomed to the maladies of 
children. 

Convulsions prevail most from the period of birth up to five years ; the 
proportion of deaths in this disease was, 664 boys, and 746 girls. 

Inflammation of the lungs does not appear to affect either sex in pre- 
ference. Males 863, females 872. 

Apoplery 542 males, 424 females, nearly all from the ages of 30 and © 
50, and upwards. | 

Finally, peritonitis destroyed 125 males and 409 females, from 20 to 
35 years of age. The consequences of parturition readily explain this 
latter difference.—London Lancet. 


SCUTELLARIA LATERIFLORA. 


[Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.) 


Mr. Eprror,—I have read with much interest the answers to man 
queries in your valuable Journal. Those given in relation to sal jovis 
and salt rheum, have been satisfactory as well as useful. 

I would now inquire of your many readers whether they make any use 
of the Scutellaria lateriflora : if so, in what cases, and in what form ? 

From the little experience I have had with the herb, I am induced to 
believe it possesses valuable antispasmodic qualities. I administered it 
_ With the most happy result in a case of hysteria. The convulsions were 
very violent and long-continued. Many medicines had been resorted to, 
previously to the exhibition of this article, but to no advantage. In 
another case of spasm, the stomach had become so irritable that no 
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medicine could be retained. Opium was given in the form of pill; black- 
drop, tincture, &c. in combination with camphor and some other anti- 
spasmodics ; yet it was invariably rejected as soon as swallowed. A 
simple infusion of the scutellaria was then ordered, which arrested the 
retching, and allayed the spasms in a very short time. 

A neighboring physician prescribed this article in a case of epilepsia. 
The patient had but one or two fits after drinking freely of an infusion 
of this herb. Whether it had any agency in effecting the cure or not, 
must be left for further trial. 

Perhaps the effect of the article in the above disease may be looked 
upon with as much derision as the triangular bone now is, in the same 
complaint. Yet I think if the scutellaria has any effect in epilepsia, it 
must depend upon some physical properties, not at present understood. 

If the above should be deemed of sufficient importance to be laid be- 
fore your readers, it is respectfully submitted. 

Lisle, N. Y. December 10, 1834. 


BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 


BOSTON, DECEMBER 24, 1834. 


LECTURES AT THE EYE INFIRMARY. 
BY JOHN JEFFRIES, M.D. 


Tue Diseases of the Eyelids, which were stated to form a large portion 
of the complaints of the organ of vision, were first noticed in the Eighth 
Lecture. Their annoying and distressing nature, especially to the poor, 
although less dangerous to vision, was remarked. The nature and 
treatment of abscess were described ; after which, the history of lippitudo 
and of tenia ciliaris was separately described, and the appearances of 
their frequent combination. The precise parts suffering under the affec- 
tion in each and both diseases were pointed out. The appearances of 
psorophthalmia, when acute and chronic, were given. The indications 
for curing them, as consisting in changing the diseased action, and pro- 
moting a healthy secretion of the Meibomius glands, and the vessels se- 
creting the cilia, were given, and the various unguents and applications 
to effect this object in the different stages of the complaint were mentioned. 
The necessity of frequent ablution, and of the application of nitrate of 
silver, was urged. The subject was closed with the remark that clean- 
liness and caustic would rarely fail to cure the complaint. 

The Diseases of the Cornea were next brought to notice. The pro- 
gress of inflammation on this dense texture was described. Its tendency 
to ulceration was shown, and the various forms of ulcer described. Sim- 
ple ulcer in an irritable and in an indolent state was separately consider- 
ed, and the treatment given, both local and constitutional. Acute inflam- 
mation of the part, constituting severe corneitis, was described at length. 
Its dangerous progress if not restrained, and the necessity of accurate 
discrimination of the state of the parts for treatment, were enforced and 
pointed.out. Ulceration of the cornea, resulting from conjunctivitis and 
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produced by chemosis, was contrasted with primary affection of the cor- 
nea. The necessity of a careful discrimination in any case, and the 
very different principles of treatment of each kind, were shown. Cuticular 
ulceration, and the appearances modified by struma—interstitial and 
sloughing ulceration—were in turn commented upon. The operation of 
the nitrate of silver, and precise rules for its judicious application, with 
the constitutional and local treatment of all the forms of the disease, were 
minutely given. Suppurative inflammation of the cornea, forming onyx 
or unguis and ulcer, discharging into the anterior chamber, in its history 
and cure, closed the lecture. 

Previous to the ninth lecture, the usual clinical observations were 
made by Dr. Jeffries, illustrating and referring to cases of disease that 
were present, including among others an interesting case of amaurosis 
complicated with epilepsy, in a man of thirty years of age. Having per- 
formed the operation of extirpating an encysted tumor of the eyelid, which 
from the irritation it had occasioned, threatened a serious injury to the 
vision of the patient, Dr. J. proceeded to the subject-matter of the 
lecture. 

The subject of the Ninth Lecture of the course, was Opacities of the 
Cornea, known in popular language as “ films of the eye.” 

Dr. Jeffries adopted the usual division of authors upon diseases of the 
eye, of opacities into three kinds ; the distinctive characters of each of 
which were clearly pointed out, and their origin and formation explained 
with strict reference to the pathological changes which are known to 
take place in the cornea. The experiments of Scarpa were also re- 
ferred to. 

In discussing the treatment proper to be pursued for the removal of 
opacities, Dr. Jeffries deprecated the custom of indiscriminately blowing 
stimulating and escharotic. powders into the eye, with the vain expecta- 
tion of “eating off” the speck or film. The injurious and even fatal 
consequences that have too often resulted from the use of these substances. 
in the hands of ignorant people, were fully portrayed. 

The notice of the young practitioner was called to those cases (by no 
means of rare occurrence) where it becomes necessary to have recourse | 
to sugical aid, by which a speedy and permanent cure is much accele- 
rated. Some stages of opacity of the cornea, in Dr. J.’s opinion, were 
much benefited by the judicious administration of mercury ; and clear 
and precise rules, whereby the application of local stimulants might be 
rendered safe and advantageous, were presented so as to preclude almost 
the possibility of error. 

In conclusion, some excellent remarks were offered respecting the oc- 
currence of opacities of the cornea in young children, and their absorption 
and removal by the spontaneous efforts of nature. 


CHARCOAL EATING. 


Ir is notorious among physicians, that many young ladies, in some of the 
northern States, are addicted to the very pernicious habit of eating char- 
coal—and that when this habit has been once established, they undergo 
as much apparent suffering if deprived of their accustomed stimulus, as 
the inebriate or the tobacco devourer, who feel that life is divested of 
all its rational value when their quantum is by any circumstance dimin- 
ished, or, as they would generally consider it, unfortunately withheld. In © 
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the factories, particularly, it is said that the female operatives actually 
consume so much of this article as to astonish those who have taken the 
trouble to make an investigation. The vice is by no meang exclusively 
confined to this class, or the circle at first adverted to. School misses 
aud house maids have also, in many instances, contracted the love of 
charcoal eating, which is seldom relinquished by means of persuasion 
or arguments. 

There is a separation of the coal eaters, into two divisions. Those of 
the feeblest make, of pale countenances and exceedingly delicate frames, 
are said to prefer an occasional meal of dry blue clay, such as is found 
in the brick-yards. Mention has been made of one individual who was 
altogether partial to pipe clay. 

o one will doubt, for a moment, that the ostensible object in begin- 
ning to eat such an unnatural, tasteless article, is based upon its imaginary 
effect as an internal cosmetic, in beautifying the complexion. Even the 
extremities of the body—the fingers, nails, &c. are all supposed to be- 
come exceedingly delicate under such potent black regimen. No long 
time is required, however, to confirm the habit, beyond the control of the 
poor dupe, who has lost her judgment in attempting to obtain beauty by 
violence to the stomach. The same insatiable desire which distinguishes 
the morbid cravings of the dirt-eating negroes of the south, is manifested 
in these individuals, which they find it as difficult to restrain, without 
undergoing a series of real afilictions, which call for the assistance of 
medicine. 

It was not our intention to descend to particulars, in these observations, 
but to express an earnest hope that some professional gentleman, who 
has had opportunities of watching the growth of the evil, and who, per- 
haps, can readily detail its effects on the constitutions of those who have 
indulged their appetites without restraint, will furnish some facts in the 
case, with a view to giving publicity to the existence of a destructive 
habit, which has for a long time been disregarded by physicians. 


“Medicine Chests at Sea.—Although the law expressly declares that 
every vessel leaving a port of entry from the United States, bound on a 
foreign voyage or coastwise, shall have a medicine chest, Suitably pro- 
vided with medicines, so marked and directed that they may be safely 
administered, for the relief of such as may be sick on board, the require- 
ment is shamefully neglected, and many lives, without any doubt, are 
annually sacrificed, because a covetous master or a thoughtless owner 
pays no regard to it. 


Physicians in Packet Ships.—No vessel carrying passengers to and 
from the United States to England, France, South America, the East 
Indies or the extreme southern ports, should sail without a well-edu- 
cated physician. The British government will not allow an emigrant 
ship to clear from the custom house till a medical man is placed not only 
on the papers, but in the vessel. A vastly greater number of invalids 
would cross the Atlantic, were they certain of having medical aid on the 
voyage. This is a matter in which all intelligent travellers must be inte- 
rested, and therefore demands the immediate attention of ship owners on 
_ the London, Liverpool, Havre, and South American regular lines. 


| 
| 
P 
1 
' 
j 


Medical Intelligence. 327 


Smallpox:—A physician informs us of the existence of two cases of small- 
pox at Barnstable, Mass. A general vaccination, the only possible hope, 
in such cases, of circumscribing that shocking disease, is in progress, 
Every town in the Commonwealth, and in every section of the twenty- 
four States, should adopt the school regulations of Boston, which wholly 
forbid the public teachers from receiving a child into a school, who does 
not bring a certificate from a reputable physician, certifying that the 
bearer has been vaccinated. __ 


A Secret worth having.—St. John Long’s manuscript secret for curing 
pulmonary consumption, just as he left it, without being untied, was sold 
for ten thousand pounds sterling, says a journalist. It will be recollected 
that this notorious London quack received twelve thousand pounds in 
one year, for his practice. At the time he was mulcted in the sum of 
two hundred pounds damages, by a jury, for mal-practice, the celebrity 
he acquired by the trial was actually worth a prodigious sum to him, as 
everybody knew where to find the gifted man while the case was pending. 


Creosote.—Messrs. Brewer & Brothers, of this city, No. 92 Washing- 
ton Street, have provided themselves with that new and highly extolled 
medicinal agent, Creosole—which is the only place, to our knowledge, in 
this region, where it is kept. 


Inveterate Syphilis treated with Phosphoric Actd—By Dr. Heinecken. 
—An individual had been affected with syphilis a year or eighteen 
months, and had, without success, submitted to the employment of various 
remedies. His disease, at this time, consisted of ulcers in the neck, 
exostosis of the cranium and over one orbit, tumefaction and pain of the 
nose, accompanied with the discharge of an acrid bloody ichor, and pain 
ofthe antrum highmorianum. He had also a kind of herpetic exudation. 
from nearly the whole surface of the body, and extreme pain of his bones, 
end eyes, at night, which rendered it almost impossible for him to move. 
Under these circumstances, Dr. Heinecken prescribed phosphoric acid 
in as large doses as the stomach could bear, together with a strong 
decoction of the solanum dulcamara. The continuous employment of 
these means, brought about a complete and permanent cure of the disease. 
— Otto Bibliothek.—North American Archives. 


_ Fish bones occasioning the Death of a Fatus.—Dr. Malin reports, that 
inthe body of a foetus, of about five months, which was well formed in 
both its upper and lower extremities, he discovered fish bones, which had 
occasioned its death. The mother, who had aborted about this period, 
had compiained about the third month of her pregnancy, of acute pain in 
the region of the rectum, with purulent discharge; pain of the inguinal 
region ; tenderness ofthe whole abdomen ; fever ; constipation, and dysu- 
tia, The pains were bearing down ; a watery fluid was discharged from 
the vagina, and the os tincw was high up and dilated. These symptoms 
were subdued by antiphlogistic remedies, and the woman continued well 
for two months, at the expiration of which time the pains recurred. 
Previous to the first attack, she had had a great craving for fish, and in 
eating them, frequently swallowed some of the bones. It is probable 
that in this manner they became wine? in the rectum, and worked their 
way from thence into the uterus.—Jbid. 
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Medical Intelligence. 


Physic.—Under the word physic, the author of the celebrated Eztraor. 
dinary Black-Book has concentrated all the physicians, surgeons and 
apothecaries in England, Ireland, and Scotland, amounting to a grand 
total of 90.000—the yearly value of whose professional incomes is five 
million, four hundred thousand pounds sterling. 


Prevention of Baldness.—Is it true, as a correspondent intimates, that 
rubbing the head once or twice a day with the cut surface of a raw onion, 
till the roots of the hair become moistened with it, will effectually prevent 
the hair from falling off ? As the remedy is very simple, and the number 
who are suffering from approaching baldness numerous enough to make 
a thorough trial, it is important to collect the experience of any who may 
have been benefited by the application. ) 


Medical Institution of Yale College-—From the recently published 
catalogue of this Institution, we learn there are sixty-four students at- 
tending the lectures. 


Our next No. will contain a continuation of the valuable Essay on Diseases 
of the Heart, by Dr. Hooker, which we regret to learn has been delayed on ac- 
count of severe domestic afflictions—The remarks on Patent Medicines, are also 
received. 


Diev—At Amherst, Mass. Dr. Isaac G. Cutler, aged 53.—At Douglas, Isle of 
Man, Nov. 6th, R. A. Thetford, M.D. 


Whole number of deaths in Boston for the week ending Dec. 20,35. Males, 15—Females, 20. 

Of consumption, 6—disease of the heart, 1—intemperance, 2—apoplexy, 1—infantile, 2—old age, 
3—dropsy on the brain, 3—inflammation of the lungs, 1—croup, 1—unknown, PF sar fever, 
influenza, 1—burn, 1—asthma, 1—decline, 1—lung fever, 1—hooping cough, 1—accidental, 2—pajsy, 
1—teething, 1. Stillborn, 1. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


MEDICAL SCHOOL OF MAINE. 

THE MEDICAL LECTURES at BOWDOIN COLLEGE will commence on Monpay, the 16th 
day of February, 1835. 

Anatomy and Surgery, by Revsen D. Mussey, M.D. 

Theory and Practice of Physic, by Henry H. Cuicps, M.D. 

Obstetrics and Medical Jurisprudence, by James McKeen, M.D. 

Chemistry and Materia Medica, by Parker CLeave ann, M.D. 

The Anatomicat Casinert and the Lrerary are annually increasing. 

Every person becoming a member of this Institution, is required previously to present satisfactory 
evidence that he possesses a good moral character. 

The amount of fees for admission to all the Lectures is $50. Graduating fee, including diploma, 
$10. The Lectures continue three months. 

Degrees are conferred at the close of the Lecture term in May, and at the following Commencement 
of the College in September. 

Boarding may be obtained in the Commons Hall at a very reasonable price. 

Brunswick, Nov. 1834. (Nov. 26—eop4t.) . CLEAVELAND, Secretary. 


ANATOMICAL LECTURES. 


Drs. J. V. C. Situ and J. B. Furnr are making preparations for commencing their eighth annual 
course of popular Lectures on Anatomy and Physiology. ‘Tickets procurable at the office of the 
Medical and Surgical Journal, No. 184 Washington Street. . 

Boston, December 24, 1834. 


— 
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